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“Thailand to the Lao
where it becomes an
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Ziefd ~‘rflitary sources
safirmed that there
fprider incursions
S157in recent weeks, but
ed the ill-de-
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,_Thai gll‘mgi-' T Inforfhed sources fn Vien
o0 y moved| gane have confirmed that an

Frontier and estab-| i
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T‘;ly;gzg‘él They said, however, tha* 2
anchin ' concurrent and “possibly coor
iy g dinated” sweep had necurred
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I.6m area in rerent
[ays obu “Qetited knowietye vt
any Thai pafticipation in Laos

_ U5, mission SOUrtes " Fat
the clearing ~ operatiom “tratt
Been completed about 10 days
ago.” Until’ Monday, however,
Knowledge of such an opera

* tion was denied Dby all S

emhassy offices normaily re
leasing such information.
The Xieng Lom - Me-unise
Ngeum-Hong Sa complex, with
s saleNile camps; are Tedabiy
eported to have outstripped
e Meo base al Long (henx
meur the Plain of Jars 18 tm
ce io the U.S. war effort
in Laos. They are said io Te
aess_important, however. than
A€
- Ies;;gﬁ'hw"est o Vientiane
and B0 miles norifiwest of -

= “wengTom.

~~A unit of Thais training niu
“weipesmen in Laos is regulariy
reported to be stationed in
Xieng Lom
along e complex of Dost
tions.

A subcommittee of the Sen-
ate TForeign Relations Com-
mittee has prepared a report;
that puts the number of ‘T'nai
troops in Laos at 4,800. ‘
.. Inan action possibly related
to the Thai ihcufsion trom tie
west, pro-government irrégu-

- ars have reportedly launched

i5  an offensive thrust westward

from Luang Prabang acrees
the Mekong. There is 10 aili-
cial ‘confirmation of e
thrust.
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sonfirm Thai operations Ny
: g Province were
Bangkok prost!
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printed in the
\hst week and
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wnformed governmen t]
oureess |
I e st Vafd that Thal in-
‘telligence had located the
neadquarters of a Pathet LaoI
‘phttplion, less than 5 miles;
ie: pattalion moving from|
Sayebouly Provi to join it.
‘Twe Pathet Lao, secording to\
the sources, had sent men to

pick up_food from Thal ﬁerri -

An alert has been ordered
in Ultaradit Province, accord-
ing to the Post, and “the 2d
Cavalry Regiment has been as-
signed to double the number
patroling the border area as a
prggaution“é'gé“ms‘t possible in-
vasion by the Pathet Lao.”

«Meanwhile,” the Post re-
ported, “an intelligence mis-
«ion has been sent to collect
more reports on Pathet Lao
movements, the source said.”
1.S. analysts in Vientiane sug-
gesi. the Post story may be a
“planted cover” for operations
408 miles north of those re-

ported and say they have re-
ceived no reports on Pathet
" T.40 presence in northern Say-

abaury Province £5F months.

western - NHTTHPYESNEERCEs
only last vrck said they had
no report. f enemy move-
ments in ¢ thern Sayaboury
and no kn v ledge of anything
more {har t-olated, ineffective
pockets oi ¥ :thet Lao.

Ft is -pone-worthy, however,
that nori.e n Sayaboury lies

just acrc - the Mekong from
whe-e  tm-ary analysts be-
lieve Ol := ~e engineers will

evertual.. .-op building their:
roai ool northwestern.
Lac . :

17 3. I =! igence sources say
con.truct e Was halted 20
miis sk~ of the Mekong a
vea t 3t it continues to

ager

procuce  of .cial comments of
ala:m in 1 Thai capital. :

1+ is ‘s noteworthy that!
Sa: atours Province was an-i
nes o Thailand duringl
Wwe i voa 11, then returned
to lLaos :ud the French as
pa::. of e war settlement.
Ty Baoe.ok government is
goerall nelieved to still
covet ti:--irip of Laos west of
the Mek 4.
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